POSTLING PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Postling Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6 January 2016 starting at
6.30 pm at Postling Village Hall.

PRESENT:
CliIr Frank Hobbs (Chair), ClIr John Elphick, Clir Charlie Wilkins, ClIr John Pattrick, Cllr Christine
Hobbs, ClIr Jane Reynolds, Clir Helen Calderbank, 30 members of the public

Parish Clerk: Jo Maher

1.

2.

3.

Apologies: ClIr Jenny Hollingsbee

Declaration of Interest: None

Presentation by Dr Susan Priest of Shepway District Council based on document “HE
Consultation: Managing Freight Vehicles Through Kent”

Q&A session for Postling Parish Councillors.

Open Session to Members of the Public: This was proposed by Clir Reynolds, seconded
by ClIr Calderbank and unanimously agreed.

Members of the Public who were all Parish Residents asked questions and expressed
views on the proposals.

Open Session to Members of the Public closed: This was proposed by ClIr Christine
Hobbs, seconded by Clir Reynolds and unanimously agreed. The Parish Council
thanked Dr Priest for coming to explain HE intentions.

Parish Councillors discussed the HE questionnaire and responded, taking into account
views expressed by Members of the Public. See below.

Date of next meeting 27 January 2016

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00PM



Managing freight vehicles through Kent, Response questionnaire date December 2015

1. Q: How did you find out about the consultation?

A: Other: Through Shepway District Council, who organised a meeting on 9 December, for
affected parishes

2. Q:What best describes your interest in filling out this questionnaire today?

A: | represent others (such as a local/regional/national group/business) If so, please name the
group or organisation; POSTLING PARISH COUNCIL

3. Q: How often do you use any part of the M20 or A20 between Maidstone and Dover?
A: Daily

4. Q:How are you personally affected when Operation Stack operates (please tick all that
apply)?

A: Social life, Work Life, Home Life and Business are all affected.
Replying on behalf of all Parishioners in response to a Village meeting on the 6% of January.

5. Q: Do you agree that the current Operation Stack should remain the main response to
major disruption to cross channel traffic?

A: Strongly agree

Normally happens so infrequently, between 2010 and 2014 it was only used once a year.
Alternative contraflow system should be implemented. We strongly recommend more research
and analysis be put in to perfecting a M20 contraflow system as used and updated continuously
and successfully on the continent and the USA.

6. Q: How much do you support or oppose the provision of a permanent lorry park to
reduce or remove the need for freight traffic to be queued on the M20?

A: Strongly oppose,

Few days of inconvenience do not warrant destruction of 60 hectares within the setting of the
AONB. We believe that the imposition of a lorry park is a knee jerk reaction to score political
points.

7. Q:How many lorries do you consider that any area should be able to accommodate at
any given time?

A: Less than suggested minimum 3,600.
Extend “Stop 24” service area to the West between M20 and railway for use as an overnight
parking facility only. This would accommodate approximately 1,000 lorries.

8. Q: If such a facility is built, what would be your priorities in choosing a site location?
Please rank 1 to 12.

A: If there are any other considerations to you not covered by the above options then please
describe them here: NO LORRY PARK

We do not need a full scale lorry park. Problems of 2015 were exceptional and mainly caused
by UK Government Competitions Commission ordering Eurotunnel to close its ferry service.
This caused a strike by ferry workers in France and deprived the capacity for cross channel
traffic with the loss of 4 ferries.

9. Q: Four main alternatives are under consideration for the way any lorry area could
operate. Please rank these alternatives in order of preference, with 1 being your most
favoured and 4 being your least favoured.



A: None of the above, except for some alleviation of illegal overnight parking.

10. Q: If you have any comments regarding the effects that any of the alternatives uses
may have on the existing and/or future provision of the commercial or other lorry
parking in the local or wider area, please use the space provided below

A: Any additional parking should be adjacent to existing service areas such as “Stop 247,
Maidstone, and or Clacket Lane, or where it provides the option to separate tunnel and ferry
traffic

11. Q: In addition to the minimum provision of the toilets and hand washing, drinking water
and refuse disposal, what facilities should be provided in any solution?

A: No lorry park required. The above are sufficient if adjacent to an existing service area.

12. Q: Do you agree that a lorry area would address the current traffic problems on the
M20?

A: Disagree
At time of writing, there are no current traffic problems.

13. Q: Which site would you like to see progressed?

A: Stanford West, BUT only South of M20 and West of “Stop 24", for additional overnight
parking, low environmental impact, few properties affected and access to and from “Stop 24”.

J11 North, totally unacceptable, because of the following reasons:-

a) Itis bounded on two sides by the AONB and more importantly can be deemed
to be within the setting of the AONB.

b) The site slopes towards the North Downs and therefore is highly visible from the
North Downs Way, a National Trail, for several miles in each direction.

¢) All traffic coming to and from the motorway will have to use the roundabout at
J.11, leading to congestion and disruption of traffic flow both on the roundabout and on the
B2068.

d) This is also a low-lying site, as seen by the numerous channels draining it and
hence it is prone to flooding in places.

e) There are several pockets of Ancient Woodland abutting this site which would
become fragmented and separated from each other.

14. Q: If you have any other comments you would like us to take into account, please use
the space provided below.
A: Provision of parking on North side of the M20 will attract more lorries to come down close to
the tunnel/ferries, rather than stopping them higher up the country. We would then end up with
a lorry park plus Operation Stack, as 3,600 places is only a small proportion of the 10,000 that
daily go through Dover.
Better IT facilities further up on motorway system to alert drivers to alternative parking.

Use of sophisticated contraflow systems to keep M20 flowing while Operation Stack is in place.

More liaison between police, Dover Harbour, and Eurotunnel to ensure that when Operation
Stack is occurring, all ferries and trains leaving the UK should be full.

During Operation Stack, tickets for the tunnel/ferries should be interchangeable to allow more
flexibility to the Police in releasing traffic.



